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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete list of the claims now pending. This listing 
replaces all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 



— 6taim 1 (currentlylimFff^^^ comprising 
a communicator for performing two-way comjantnications , via a 
communication line, with an image output unit that include^an update unit for updating 
condition information indicating a condition oftii^image output unit and a memory for 
storing the condition information, wherein the condition informatio n, used fo r calibration, 
is obtained by forming color patches and / measuring colors on the color patches; 

an input unit ^or inputting an image output instruction to be 
communicated to the image output unit via the communication line ; 

an acquisition unit for acquiring the condition information stored in 
the memory of the image i6utput unit by utilizing [[a]] said communicator to provide two- 
way communication, iiyresponse to the image output instruction from said input unit ; and 

an imflg p prnrpccnr fnr perform firragft ralihratmn-prnnnnLn i ii P 1 nf - 

ima ge data r rmprif dng pixctor^arMiavmj> abiltengfe* in accordance with the condition 
information acquired by said acquisition unit, 

wh r r ri n "nifl imn^r prnmnnr r l r rr rnif^s n hit Ipn rt h f n r °n n h prH n f ■ 
the calibrated imape da t a processed using by said image processor in accordance with the 
conditio/information and then outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image 



outpuFunit via [[a]]^glx>mmjLmi ^tion line ^ 
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^Gtefih l (currently- amendrd^The apparatus according to claimj^vhefein - 
the image output unit further includes: 

an engine unit; and 

a condition acquisition unit ftfr automatically acquiring the condition 
information in accordance with a change in stmus of the engine unit, wherein the acquired 
condition information is stored in the memory of the image output unit . 

Claim 3 (previously/presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the condition information! is a measurement result of a plurality of patches 
outputted by the image outputyunit. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said image processor converts image data into multi-valued data corresponding to a type of 
a recording medium used in the image output unit, and performs image calibration 
processing in accordance with the condition information. 

Claim 5 (canceled) 



comprising: 



Claim 6 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, further 



a user interface for setting whether or not the image processing is to 



be done in/aGc5fdance with the condiTton-infonnation. 
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^GMffTI (currently amended): An image processing apparatus corny 
via a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of-image output units, 



each image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating condition information; 
for calibration, of the image output unit, the cond^nirrformation being obtained by 
forming color patches and measuring colors on,the color patches, said apparatus 
comprising: 

an input unit for inputting the condition information updated by the plurality 

// 

of image output units; // 

a memory for staling the inputted condition information in association with 

each of the plurality of image/output units; 

/' ' - 

a transmitter for transmitting the stored condition information to the host 

fi 

computer in accordance yfcith a request for acquiring the condition information issued by 
the host computer; and j 

a management unit for managing an image output job of the host computer, 
wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color patches and 
measuring colors Jn the color patches, 

herein the hoot computer porfoFmo imago calibration procoaoing - of image 
data comp^ ^r > ^T' Y ^" eac ^ i baviim a billerrgth. in accordance with the condition 




information transmitted by said transmitter, 

// 

7 ,\^beFeitrtheiios^€^p a bit length for each pixel of llic ■ 

/ . \ 

otilibialcd miaUil data processed using in accordance with the condition information and 



then outputs the bit-length-decreased ima^e data to the image output unit via a 
communication line, anc 



4 





* — whefekreaehnrf^^ of image output units outputs an image based- 
on the image data processed by the host computer. 



Claim 8 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 7, further 

> 

comprising a second management unit for managing an image output job for an image 
output unit. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein each of the plurality of image output units comprises: 

an engine unit; 

a condition acquisition unit for automatically acquiring the condition 
information in accordance with a change in status of the engine unit; and 

a memory for storing the acquired condition information. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising: 

a user interface for setting whether or not image processing is to be 

done in accordance with the condition information. 

/ 

/ 

Claimr 1 1 (currently amended): An image processing method for 
/ 

i 

performing image processing in a network system to which an image output apparatus, a 

server, and a network terminal are connected, said method comprising: 

/ 
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a-GQftdittOR^Beasuremeiit^tgB, of updating condit ion information^ 
for calibration, by forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patchpsfand 

a notification step, of notifying the server of the updMed condition 

information, 

in the server: 

a storage step, of storing the updgfed condition information notified 
in accordance with notification from the image outffut apparatus in correspondence with a 
type of the image output apparatus; and 

a management step,^f managing an image output job, and 
in the network terminal: 

an input step,/Of inputting an image output instruction of a user; 
an acquisition step, of acquiring the updated condition information 
stored in the server in response'to the image output instruction; and 

ft ^n. irmfef; pajifrmtinn pr n rr ir n ri i nn Ttrp of pniTTTTTrmr rrrrrrr 
Pfilforaflf m prnr r nnirip 0 f ipm^ data cem rp iiijill^ piAilu^nrh b^vinr* a bit length, using aa 
image calibration »processing condition in accordance with the updated condition 
infnrmatiori ^whpjftiri <;afid r r |r»gr / * n1 * v irflti / m pr^*f^^ for Q frh 

pixel of the calibratec^ in accordance with the condition 

information^RdHien outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit 

/ 



via^6^mumcatii^ — ^ 



Claim 12 (currently amended): An image processing method performed ir/a 
^mmunicatioirnetw^rt:, with a host computer and a pluralityof 

updating 



server connecter 

image output units, each image output unit adapted to performa: 



co ndition information, for calibration, mdicatm ft^x&ndi tjgn of the im age output unit, said 
method comprising: 

an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 

an acquisition step, of acquiring the condition information stored in 
the image output unit by utilizing two-way communications, in response to the image 
output instruction; and ^ 

fmJirr^ CTlfor^ft" pm^mg nto P- nf performing imago - 
paiiKratinr i p r nrr""i r i jj, i rTiiihM'i 1 dil i nmi pnsffl g pixels ,. eaG h- huvinu ubi Heftg&u in 
accordance with the condition information acquired in said acquisition step, whrrrin said* 
gaaage- Ga libration piuLL^ing j l ii^diumiseij abilleii^tlLfLaL^ ir piirrl n f t hr calibrated _ 
image data processed ttsigg Trfaccordance with the condition information and then outputs 
th ^yj^rigtV>-Hp.c^ > i k . J i ii Mu^ r data to the image ouLpuL unit via a cuimiiuiiitalioii lino. 



Claim 13 (currently amended): An image processing method performed in a 
server connected, via a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of 
image output units, each image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating 
condition information ^ for calib r ation, of the image output unit, said method comprising: 

an input step, of inputting the condition information updated by the 
plurality of imag<£ output units; 

a storage step, of storing the inputted condition information in 
association w/th each of the plurality of image output units; j 

a transmission step, of transmitting the stored condition information 
to the host/computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition information 
issued b^the-host computeF^aod^ 



aar^ana gement step J pf rrmnaginc 
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computer, 

wherein the condition informations obtained by forming color 
patches and measuring colors on the color patchy 

in the hosLco muulu pafuinis inu^i calibration proces s ing of * 
image data comprising pixels* each ha/mp a bit 4eflftk in accordance with the condition 
information transmitted in said transmission step, 

c re n flftfr Oi bit l ength for each pixel - a f 
the c alibrated ilMke dkter processed using in accordance with the condition information and 
then outputs the bit-lengtn-decreased image data to the image output unit via a 
communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image 
based on the imag^ data processed by the host computer. 



^laim 14 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium that 
stores a program for implementing, by a computer, an image processing method, the 
program comprising: 

code for a communication step, of performing two-way 
communications , via a communication line, with an image output unit that includes an 
update unit for updating condition information indicating ^condition of the image output 
unit anc/ a memory for storing the condition information, wherein the condition 



informatio n, used for calibration, is obtained by formhag color patches and measuring 



lQrjsatches; 

code for an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 
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co3e for an acquisition step, of acquifirigthe condition in 
stored in the image output unit by utilizing the two-way commimicajiefis, in response to 
the image output instruction; and 



ion 



coda for an frmmc - calibration prnrpqcinrr ^tpp , nf pnrforminfl i mj pr 
image data compnsing pixHTsTgaclr having a bit lonpfe in 



accordance with the condition information acquired by the acquisition step, 

r wherein said fmg f* ^p,1ihr Qtirvri fiTnpr^n in f^ frmrtinii g^p 'jerrfrflflm n 
bit length for each pixel of the cali 




image data processed using in accordance with 



the cond^ and the^i outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the 

^e output unit via YrommunicJilioii liiifc: ^ 



Claim 15 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium that 
stores a program for an'miage processing method performed by a server connected, via a 
communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image output units, each 
image output unit Adapted to perform a function of updating condition information^-for 
calib r ation, of th/image output unit, the program comprising: 

code for an input step, of inputting the condition information 
updated by the plurality of image output units; 

code for a storage step, of storing the inputted condition information 
in association with each of the plurality of image output units; / 

/ code for a transmission step, of transmitting the storecLcondition 

information to the host computer in accordance with a request for acmiifmg the condition 



informatiefiTssued by the host computer; 



• 





code for a managemenfstep, of managing an imajje-eutplitjob of the 
host computer, 

wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color 
patches and measuring colors on the color patches, 

^herein the; host cornpntfr pprformn i nmy calibration process ing pf t 

T$ / 

imag e data ^^p^^^ pixel e. a n ch having a bit longth . in accordance with the condition 
information transmitted^ the transmission step, 

\ ^rhnrnin ihv. Iiu.o r.nn>pMier df frpagp fi p hit I r nc th f o r nnrh ph rl n f 
the calibsa ^ imfeff {jat^p rnregspH using in accordance with the condition information and 
then outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a 
communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality o£ifhage output units outputs an image 
based on theimage data processed by theTiost computer. 
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